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1. Overall Description:

TSG GERAN WG 2 thanks TSG CN WG1 for their LS on the support of ROHC in SNDCP, and would like to offer the following opinions and information.

On classical GSM A/Gb  and GERAN A/Gb

GERAN2 would like to clarify that there is no distinction between “classical GSM A/Gb mode” and “GERAN A/Gb mode”.   GERAN2 would like to further clarify that the correct term to use to describe the mode of operation of GERAN when the Radio Access Network is connected to the SGSN via the Gb interface is GERAN A/Gb mode.

ROHC and support of Conversational services:

TSG GERAN approved a WI and building blocks for the “Support of Conversational Services in A/Gb mode via the PS domain” at the GERAN #13 meeting in San Antonio (February 2003). The work to create the TR, stage 2 and stage 3 will include any work/studies required to minimise the overhead of the user plane services.

It is a GERAN2 assumption that the use of robust RTP/UDP/IP header compression is essential in order to support PS Conversational services efficiently in GERAN. However, the organisation of the different Building Blocks within this feature is such that TSG GERAN will work on all aspects within the framework of the TR mentioned above to be completed by November 2003. The actual stage 2 and stage 3 changes to the specifications are foreseen to be started in November 2003 and February 2004, respectively, and completed by April and August 2004, respectively.

The outcome of the initial studies on the applicability of ROHC for conversational services can be seen in GP-030321 sub-clause 5.6.

On support of ROHC in streaming services

TSG GERAN is also working on the WI on Seamless Support for Streaming Services over GERAN A/Gb mode. GERAN2 have performed an initial evaluation of the use of ROHC in streaming services and it is clear that the benefits of ROHC are most pronounced when used on small packets. 

However, no studies have currently been performed 
in GERAN2 regarding the efficiencies provided by ROHC when compared with other, currently specified, header compression mechanisms.

On support of ROHC for other services

GERAN2 has not performed any studies yet on the applicability of ROHC in SNDCP for non-real time services and it cannot comment on the possible benefits that would be achieved.

2. Conclusion

GERAN2 confirms to CN1 that robust header compression (ROHC) in SNDCP is applicable for the support of Conversational services.

3. Actions

None.

4. Date of Next TSG-GERAN WG 2 Meetings:
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